Conventional endodontics and the operating microscope.
Patients are increasingly wishing to undergo conventional endodontic treatment rather than to risk the loss of a tooth. Endodontic treatment in teeth that have been previously restored with extensive intracoronal or extracoronal restorations are often difficult to treat. The orientation of the root canals to the crown of the tooth may be lost, and this may often be compounded by the deposition of reparative dentin in the pulp chamber. The operating microscope allows better visualization of the working field, ensuring that the anatomy of the tooth is more readily inspected. This greatly enhances the clinician's ability to locate extra root canals and therefore increase the likelihood of a successful outcome. It should not be forgotten that the operating microscope also has a place in other fields of dentistry, especially restorative dentistry, and is an asset to both the specialist and the generalist.